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• Created by US Congress in 1916 to provide a dependable source of 
credit to agriculture

• Approximately $373.3 billion in loans to over 601,567 member/owners 
(farmers, ranchers, rural homeowners, ag cooperatives, rural utility 
systems and agri-businesses)

• More than one-third of total credit needs by US ag are met by Farm 
Credit

• Farm Credit does not take deposits

WHY A FARM CREDIT SYSTEM?



• 4 regional Farm Credit banks

• 56 locally owned Farm Credit associations

• Each governed by board of directors 
(elected by borrower-members)

• Associations provide credit for:
• real estate loans
• commercial loans
• rural home mortgages
• financial services (farm record 

keeping, estate planning, appraisals, 
etc.)

THE SYSTEM AT A GLANCE



• 20 offices, covering 100 

counties

• Delaware, Pennsylvania, and 

counties in Maryland, Virginia 

and West Virginia

HORIZON FARM CREDIT



• One of the largest ag lenders on the east coast – lending money to 
agriculture in this area for over 100 years.

• Cooperative Structure – you’re a member and owner, not just a 
customer.

• Patronage Refunds – as a cooperative, we put our profits back in your 
pockets.

WHY HORIZON FARM CREDIT?



• Farm loans
• Equipment loans
• Livestock purchases
• Operating loans
• Refinancing

• Building/Fencing loans
• Lot loans
• Home loans
• Personal/Auto loans
• Leases

HORIZON PRODUCTS



• AutoDraft
• Business Services 

• Accounting
• Consulting
• Tax Preparation
• Record Keeping

• Crop Insurance
• Digital Banking
• FastCash

HORIZON SERVICES



STUDENT & 
BEGINNING FARMER 

PROGRAMS



• Scholarships for students pursuing 
a career in agriculture, offering at 
least 20 scholarships valued at 
$10,000 each

SCHOLARSHIPS



SCHOLARSHIPS

• This year’s application will close January 2, 2026. 

• Visit FCFoundationforAg.org to learn more and apply online



INTERNSHIPS

• 8-10 week paid position 
during the summer

• Project-based and 
department intern positions, 
giving you the opportunity 
to explore your unique 
interests



INTERNSHIPS

• What’s in it for you?
• Exposure to a variety of roles and responsibilities

• Networking with teammates, industry partners, and fellow interns

• A competitive edge when it comes to job searching

• Internship applications close October 31, 2025



BEGINNING FARMER PROGRAMS

• Horizon Farm Credit designed the 

Grow Ahead program to help provide 

the next generation of farmers with 

the tools and resources necessary for 

success.  



GROW AHEAD COMPONENTS



• A fast-paced online program designed not 
only to prepare you for meetings with your 
lender, but also to position your 
agricultural business for success.

• Coursework is self-paced, completed in 
approximately two hours with four mobile-
friendly eLearning modules with quizzes 
and a workbook with financial spreadsheet 
templates. 

• An interactive learning series designed 

specifically for young and beginning farmers 

interested in honing their business and 

financial management skills.

• Two-year program including five modules and 

three live webinar sessions each year of the 

program.

• Registration is now open!  Deadline to 

register is December 15, 2025.  

EDUCATION



• This award program was created to honor 
outstanding beginning farmers with three to ten 
years of farming experience. The program will offer 
up to ten (10) $10,000 awards to the top beginning 
farmers.

• Selection of winners are based on their efforts in 
agriculture, financial character, leadership, 
community involvement, and environmental 
stewardship.

• Application period is currently closed.

• This grant program was designed to support the 

growth of the next generation of farmers. It 

awards up to fifteen (15) $10,000 awards to the 

top contestants with two years or less of 

farming experience.

• Application period will open Q1 2026!

OUTREACH



THANK YOU!

• Ryan Clouse 
Cell: 540.247.4458

rclouse@horizonfc.com

• Nicole Clem 
Cell: 540-335-8310

nclem@horizonfc.com

mailto:rclouse@horizonfc.com
mailto:nclem@horizonfc.com
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